
     I know what you are thinking... “Why in the world is a

radical unschooler offering an evaluation tool?” 

     The truth is, friend, that while many unschoolers are

definitely against testing for memorization or performance,

many of us are constantly evaluating our lives. The learning

progress of our children against imposed standards? Not so

much. Whether we are living in alignment with our beliefs,

values, and goals? Most definitely.

     Integrity and authenticity are The Way, and evaluation

tools can help us think deeply about how well we are living

our truths.

     This particular tool is a series of journal prompts-

because I’m a writer. You could also use them as

conversation starters with individual members of your tribe,

or as discussion topics for a family circle meeting. 

Evaluation Tool

Dear Intrepid Explorers,

for Unschoolers, Homeschoolers,
and Intentional Families



     They can be used to evaluate nearly any experience, situation,

event, chosen time period, field trip, play date, curricula,

relationship, job, class, vacation, co-op, holiday, camping trip,

you name it. I’m sure you’ll find your own uses.

     
     I am releasing it now, at the start of the new (Gregorian

calendar) year because I have found that holidays are both

exciting and full of busy-ness, stress, and social conditioning.

     Add to that increased interactions with extended family,

friends, and strangers, many of whom cannot relate to, much

less agree with our choice to homeschool, or gasp! unschool our

children. Many of us who are being intentional with our lives

often choose to live other differences as well, such as in politics,

spirituality, religion, gender, or sexuality. All of this comes

together to create situations in which we might be pushed out of

alignment with our values.

     If we can look at our behavior with love and detachment, we

can plan ways to repeat good behaviors as well as ways to act in

better integrity when necessary. Consider this tool a mirror of

your past self, for promoting a better understanding of yourself

that you can use to nurture future growth.

     



     The following questions can prompt some very deep and

critical thinking. If you find yourself needing someone to talk to

about any of this, I recommend you engage a trusted friend who

knows you well and you feel makes you a better person.

     If the event in question is related to intentional living,

homeschooling, or especially unschooling, I offer 1:1 Uncharted

Conversations, and you can find that opportunity in the menu of

my website under Mentorship.

If you find this small thought exercise inspiring, and desire a

longer expedition into intentional living- especially if your area

of intention is unschooling or homeschooling!- I am launching a

course this spring called Deschooling With Direction: Autopilot

to Authenticity: Essential Skills for Intentional Adventures in

Life and Education for Unschoolers, Homeschoolers, and

Intentional Families. You can find this on my website menu as

Deschooling with Direction, and you can get on the wiatlist there

to be reminded when I open it to the public.

     I also have a blog and a Freesource Library full of

recommended additional reading and listening. My website is

UnchartedAuthenticity.com

     
Sincerely,

Audacious Rachel



Dates and Name of Event to be Evaluated:___________________

______________________________________________________________________

Description:

The Basic Questions:

What parts of this were energizing or life giving?

What parts of this were draining?

What can you learn from this experience?



were you able to achieve the purpose of the experience,
or did you find a path that does not lead where you
want to go?

in either case, what do you believe led you to that
destination? One step? multiple steps?

WI’ll you do the same or act differently next time? How?



The Extra Questions:

What is the overall feeling the event left you with?

Were there specific parts that created particular
feelings? Which parts, which feelings? Would you call
these feelings good, bad, neutral? Why?

Were there any specific people contributing to any of
these specific parts? Causing? Enhancing? Dampening?

Were you expecting any of those parts, feelings, or
people? Or were any of those parts surprising?

Do you remember any decisions you made around any of
those parts, feelings, or people? Were those decisions
aligned with your values, or not?

What do you believe caused me to act that way? A
person, a tradition, an expectation, a belief, obvious
social conditioning, a deeply held value, a feeling of
acceptance and safety or of rejection and danger?

Is there anything that could be changed to cause you
to act differently? If a certain person showed up or
left, would you act differently? If a certain feeling
could be held or avoided, would that help?

Is there anything you could have done to prepare?

Is there anything you  would change if you could? 

Is there anything you would like to make a plan for or
remember to do next time? Write down the plan, and
practice if needed.



Is there anything you would have liked to add or
subtract to make a good experience better?

Is there anything you would have wanted to include or
remove to make a not-great situation better?

What could you replicate from a good experience to
enjoy again?

What could you avoid from a bad experience next time?

What might you have needed in any given situation to
help you act in better integrity with your values? Any
experience can be better than it was, we always have
room to grow.

If you have thought of additional questions that
prompt your critical thinking, add them here so you
can use them regularly:


